io8          GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

in their history openly assembled in a public congress and
not working behind closed doors* At this congress,
which took place during the last days of December,
Radek, the Russian revolutionary, who was supposed to
be in hiding or to have fled to Russia, suddenly turned
up in a most dramatic way ; there can be no doubt that
plans were laid, and with some skill, during the
assembling of that congress; later on, on the first day
of the riots, Radek is pictured as motoring up and down
the Unter den Linden boulevard estimating, as an expert
in revolutions, the strength of the gathering crowds.

They were enormous* And Liebknecht could have
had Berlin, says Theodor Wolff, had he not stopped to
make quite so many speeches from the tops of cars*

The state of the city of Berlin was an extraordinary
one* All men were looking in her direction and waited
for the storm to burst; and still some restraining hand,
some last remnant of the once famed 4* citizens* peace/*
there held back even the most desperate* The Govern-
ment, indeed, was without arms ; what troops it had had
were gone over to the other side* But a vast crowd
of the faithful, numbered by " tens of thousands/'
gathered to interpose their bodies between the Reichstag
building and destruction* This " living wall" faced
other equally vast crowds led by Liebknecht* It was as
though the people had in truth gathered themselves
together in the flesh* They wandered aimlessly
for no certain goal, or stood, waiting for no certain